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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 7.  The Open Window  

 

 

 

 

Framt on Nut tel has a Nervous Breakdown  

  Fr amt on Nut t el had a ner vous br eakdown. He migr at es t o t he r ur al spaces in or der  t o 

seek some r elief . His sist er , however , was scept ical t hat  his pr oblem might  get  wor se as he 

would har dly get  t o meet  anyone in t he r ur al spaces and lose it  complet ely. She, t her ef or e, gives 

him let t er s of  int r oduct ion t o meet  people whom she consider ed quit e nice and who could keep 

good company t o Nut t el. 

 

Framt on Nut tel Meet s a Young Lady 

         Fr amt on nut t el goes t o pay a visit  t o one such lady, Mr s, Sapplet on. While wait ing f or  Mr s 

Sapplet on, who was t o come down t o meet  him shor t ly, he meet s her  niece. The niece was a ver y 

self -possessed young lady of  f if t een. Nut t el at t empt s t o say somet hing nice t o t he niece, but  

he was unable t o come up wit h appr opr iat e sent ences. The young lady br oke t he silence and 

began asking him quest ions. She f ound out  t hat  Fr amt on Nut t el neit her  Knew many people in 

t hat  place nor  knew anyt hing about  her  aunt . 

 

The Niece Began t o Supply I nf ormat ion about  her Aunt  

          Gat her ing f r om Fr amt on t hat  he had no pr ior  knowledge about  her  aunt , t he young lady 

began t elling him her  aunt ’s t r agic st or y. She t old him t hat  some t r agic incident  t ook place 

about  t hr ee year s ago. She t old him t he secr et  of  t he Fr ench window and why it  was always 

kept  open, even on an Oct ober  af t er noon. 

 

         The young lady t old Fr amt on t hat  t hr ee year s ago f r om t he same window her  aunt ’s 

hasband and t wo br ot her s and a spaniel dog went  out  f or  shoot ing and never  came back t ill dat e. 

While going t o t heir  f avour it e shoot ing gr ound, t hey got  engulf ed in a dog. Their  bodies wer e 

never  r ecover ed. Her  aunt , however , cont inues t o believe t hat  some day t hey would come back. 

Thus, t he open window! 

Supplement ary Reader 

Soul of  the Chapt er 
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Det ails about  the Group that  Lef t  

         The niece also shar es wit h Fr amt on t he det ails about  t he gr oup t hat  lef t . She r ecalls her  

aunt  t elling her  t hat  her  husband was car r ying a whit e wat er pr oof  coat  over  his ar m. Ronnie, 

her  aunt ’s younger  br ot her , would always sing, “Ber t ie, why do you bound?” t o t ease his sist er . 

The niece br eaks down at  t his moment  and t ells Fr amt on t hat  at  t imes she got  a cr eepy f eeling 

t hat  t he t hr ee of  t hem would walk in f r om t he window any t ime. 

 

Mrs Sapplet on Enters t he Room 

          J ust  t hen, Mr s Sapplet on ent er s t he r oom, f ull of  apologies f or  t he delay. She also 

apologises f or  t he open window, explaining t hat  her  husband and br ot her s would be r et ur ning 

home any t ime. While Mr s Sapplet on kept  t alking about  t he shoot ing, t he mar shes, t he duck and 

so on; poor  Fr amt on f elt  miser able. He t r ied t o sway t he conver sat ion t o less ghast ly t opics but  

wit hout  any success. He t r ied t o t ell Mr s Sapplet on about  his condit ion, t he doct or ’s t r eat ment  

and r ecommendat ions, being awar e t hat  all her  at t ent ion was f ocussed on t he open window. 

 

Framt on was Horrif ied and Ran f or his Lif e 

         J ust  while t hey wer e t alking t hus, Mr s Sapplet on announced wit h gr eat  excit ement , “Her e 

t hey ar e at  last !” Fr amt on shiver ed t o see t hr ee f igur es walking t owar ds t he window. They all 

car r ied guns and one of  t hem also car r ied a whit e coat  on his shoulder s. He could also see a 

t ir ed br own spaniel walking wit h t hem. As t hey near ed t he house, he hear d a hoar se voice 

singing, “I  say, Ber t ie, why do you bound?” 

 

         To Fr amt on, t hese t hr ee f igur es walking t owar ds t he house was no less t han encount er ing 

ghost s. He gr abbed his st ick and hat  and r an t hr ough t he hall door  t owar ds t he gat e. The ent ir e 

gr oup was amazed t o see Fr amt on r unning, wit hout  a wor d of  polit e gr eet ing or  f ar ewell. At  t his, 

t he young lady inf or med t he gr oup t hat  per haps it  was t he spaniel t hat  scar ed him. 
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1.  Why had Framt on Nut t el come t o t he ‘rural ret reat ’? 

  Fr amt on Nut t el had come t o t he ‘r ur al r et r eat ’ seeking comf or t  f or  his t r oubled ner ves. 

2.  Why had his sist er given him let ters of  int roduct ion t o people living there? 

  His sist er  was appr ehensive t hat  his pr oblem might  get  wor se if  he would be all by 

himself  dur ing t he ‘r ur al r et r eat .’ His sist er , Ther ef or e, gave him let t er s of  int r oduct ions t o 

people living t her e, whom he could meet  and be in company of . 

3.  What  had happened in the Sapplet on f amily as narrat ed by t he niece? 

  Accor ding t o t he niece, t he Sapplet on f amily had been complet ely shat t er ed because of  

a t r agedy t hat  had occur r ed t hr ee year s ago. 

  The niece t ells Fr amt on t hat  Mr s Sapplet on’s husband and br ot her s had gone shoot ing 

t hr ee year s ago and had never  r et ur ned ever  since. 

 

 

 

1.  What  did Mrs Sapplet on say about  the open windows? 

  Mr s Sapplet on apologised f or  t he open window on an Oct ober  af t er noon. 

She explained t hat  she was expect ing her  husband and t wo br ot her s t o come in f r om t he 

window. 

  Since t hey wer e all muddy f r om t he day’s shoot ing, t hey ent er ed t hr ough t he window. 

2.  The horror on the girl’s f ace made Framton swing around in his seat .  What  did he see? 

  Fr amt on saw t hr ee f igur es t hat  r esembled t he descr ipt ion Mr s Sapplet on’s niece had 

given about  t he dead t r io t hat  went  f or  shoot ing, t hr ee year s ago. 

 

 

 

1.  Why did Framt on rush out  wildly? 

  Fr amt on was hor r if ied t o see t he t hr ee f igur es, whom he under st ood t o be dead, heading 

t owar ds t he window of  t he house. 

NCERT Folder  

Comprehension Check- 1 

Comprehension Check- 2 

Comprehension Check- 3 
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2.  What  was t he girl’s explanat ion f or his light ning exit ? 

  The gir l explained t hat  Fr amt on was scr aed of  dogs, as he had ment ioned in t he 

conver sat ion t hey had and t her ef or e, he r ushed out  seeing t he spaniel. 

 

 

 

Discuss in small groups.  

1.  I s t his a myst ery st ory? Give a reason f or your answer.  

  Yes, t he st or y is a myst er y st or y. Mr s Sapplet on’s niece, Ver a, nar r at es t he t r agedy of  

her  aunt  t o Fr amt on. Till t he f inal climax, t he r eader s believe it  t o be a t r ue st or y.  

  She supplies all t he det ails which make Fr amt on believe t hat  he was seeing ghost s when 

he sees Mr s Sapplet on’s husband and br ot her s walking t owar ds t he house. 

2.  You are f amiliar wit h t he ‘irony’ of  t he situat ion in a st ory.  (Remember The Cop and  

   t he Ant hem in Class VI I  Supplementary Reader!) Which sit uat ions in ‘The Open Window’  

   are good examples of  t he use of  irony? 

  The st or y is abundant  in ir onical sit uat ions. Fr amt on had come f or  a r ur al r et r eat  t o 

t r eat  his ner vous br eakdown. 

  The doct or  had r ecommended him t o r emain f r ee f r om st r ess, anxiet y or  any ot her  such 

ner vous excit ement . Ver a, on t he ot her  hand, chooses Fr amt on as her  vict im, which makes him 

f ur t her  dist ur bed and r est less. 

  Similar ly, Fr amt on’s avoidance of  t he ghast ly t opic get s f ur t her  int ensif ied wit h not  j ust  

Mr s Sapplet on t alking const ant ly about  t he open window, but  also t he t hr ee supposedly dead 

f igur es walking in t hr ough it . 

3.  Which phrases/ sent ences in t he t ext  do you f ind dif f icult  t o underst and? Select  a f ew  

   and guess the meaning of  each.  Rewrit e a simple paraphrase of  each.  

    Some of  t he dif f icult  phrases are as f ollows  

Ans.  

 (a) “You will bur y your self  down t her e.” _You will be all alone. 

 (b) “Come int o t he nice division.” _The ones who could be called nice people. 

  (c) “Masculine habit at ion.” _Suggest ing t hat  t he r oom also belonged t o men. 

  (d) “Tr eacher ous piece of  bog.” _The bog didn’t  r eveal t he danger s on t he sur f ace but  

one could sink in if  st epped on t o it . 

Exercise 
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  (e) “Romance at  shor t  not ice.” _Cr eat ing humour  or  st or ies f or  f un wit hout  any pr ior  

pr epar at ion. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  What  doubt s did Framt on Nut tel Have about  Meet ing St rangers? 

 Fr amt on Nut t el doubt ed if  f or mal visit s t o meet  a ser ies of  st r anger s would be of  any 

help in cur ing his ner ve pr oblem. 

2.  When was Framt on’s sist er living in the count ryside or in the rural area? 

  Ar ound f our  year s ago, Fr amt on’s sist er  had come t o live in t hese r ur al ar eas wher e 

Fr amt on had come looking f or  a cur e f or  his ner ves. 

3.  Why was it  unusual f or the window t o be open on an Oct ober af t ernoon? 

  Oct ober  af t er noons wer e war m t imes of  t he year  and it  was t her ef or e, unusual t o have 

window open dur ing t his t ime of  t he day. 

4.  What  was t he f irst  clue t hat  Vera uses to narrate such t o Framt on? 

  On get t ing know t hat  Fr amt on didn’t  know many people and har dly knew anyt hing about  

her  aunt , Ver a uses t he oppor t unit y t o cr eat e a st or y t o f ool Fr amt on and have f un at  his 

expense. 

5.  What  does Vera say about  Framt on and the dogs? 

  Ver a explains t o her  aunt  and ot her s t hat  Fr amt on had once been hunt ed somewher e on 

t he banks of  t he Ganges by a pack of  dogs and was t her ef or e, t er r ibly scar ed of  dogs. 

6.  How closely did Framt on knew Mrs Sapplet on? 

  Fr amt on har dly knew anyt hing about  Mr s Sapplet on. He only knew her  name and addr ess. 

He didn’t  even know whet her  she was in t he mar r ied or  windowed st at e. 

7.  What  expression did Framt on see on Vera’s f ace that  made Framt on uncomf ortable? 

  Fr amt on saw an expr ession of  dazed hor r or  on Ver a’s f ace. This made him uncomf or t able 

and he swung ar ound in his seat  and looked in t he same dir ect ion. 

8.  What  was t he doct or’s recommendat ion t o Framt on? 

  The doct or s had or der ed Fr amt on complet e r est , an absence of  ment al excit ement  and 

avoidance of  any labor ious physical exer cise. 

Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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1.  What  quest ions did Vera pose t o Framt on bef ore beginning wit h her st ory? 

  Br eaking t he silence bet ween t he t wo, Ver a asked Fr amt on if  he knew many people r ound 

t her e. 

 When Fr amt on r eplied in t he negat ive, she pur sued him t o answer  her  second quest ions, 

whet her  he knew much about  her  aunt . 

Having at t ained answer s t o t hese t wo quest ions, she st ar t ed t elling him t he st or y of  her  aunt . 

2.  What  details did Vera give about  her aunt ’s husband and brother’s shoot ing expedit ion  

     on that  f atef ul day? 

  er a t ells Fr amt on t hat  t hr ee year s age, her  aunt ’s husband and br ot her s lef t  f or  t heir  

f avour it e shoot ing gr ound. 

  I t  was a dr eadf ul summer  and places t hat  wer e saf e in ot her  year s became unsaf e 

wit hout  anybody knowing. They came acr oss a t r eacher ous bog, which engulf ed t hem and t heir  

bodies wer e never  r ecover ed. 

3.  What  emot ions did Vera display while t elling t he st ory? How did that  help her? 

  While t elling her  aunt ’s t r agic st or y, her  self -possessed demeanour  gave way t o a ver y 

pit eous t one f or  t he gr ief  her  aunt  had exper ienced. 

 She also br oke int o a shudder  while shar ing wit h Fr amt on her  f ear  t hat  she t hought  t hat  

t hose people may r et ur n any t ime. Her  emot ions made t he st or y appear  aut hent ic. 

4.  Does Mrs Sapplet on talk about  her husband and brothers on purpose? 

  No, Mr s Sapplet on didn’t  t alk about  her  husband and br ot her s on pur pose. She was 

t alking about  t hem in a ver y r out ine manner . Per haps, going f or  shoot ing and coming back all 

muddy t hr ough t he window was a r egular  f eat ur e. Since, it  was t ime f or  t hem t o r et ur n, she was 

wait ing f or  t hem. 

 

 

 

1.  What  details Vera share about  t he group which made it  easier f or Framt on t o recognise    

    t he three f igures in the dark? 

  Fr amt on was able t o ident if y t he t hr ee f igur es in t he dar k as Mr s Sapplet on’s husband 

and t wo br ot her s on t he basis of  det ails f ur nished by Ver a. 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Long Answer Type Quest ions 
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  He saw t hat  all t hr ee men wer e car r ying guns; one of  t hem was addit ionally car r ying a 

whit e coat . Besides t his, he saw a t ir ed br own spaniel and could hear  one of  t he men singing 

“Ber t ie, why do you bound?” All t hese det ails wer e supplied by Ver a. 

2.  Do you t hink that  he t ragic st ory Vera t old about  Mrs Sapplet on was t rue? How do we  

    get  t o know? 

  No, t he t r agic st or y Ver a t old about  Mr s Sapplet on was not  t r ue. Mr s Sapplet on’s 

husband and br ot her s wer e not  engulf ed by t he bog and wer e not  dead. 

  I n t he end when Mr s Sapplet on’s husband and br ot her s wer e heading t owar ds t he house, 

Fr amt on r uns away wit h f ear . 

  Believing t he st or y t o be t r ue, f or  him, he was seeing ghost s walking. Knowing well t he 

r eason f or  Fr amt on’s f ear , Ver a wit hholds t he t r ut h and t ells t hem t hat  he was af r aid of  dogs. 

3.  I f  t he st ory was not  t rue,  what  makes the st ory so real f or Framt on? 

  Ver a had cr eat ed t he st or y using det ails f r om r egular  and r out ine event s. She knew t hat  

her  aunt ’s husband and br ot her s came back f r om shoot ing t hr ough t he window. 

  She also had access t o det ails like what  t hey wer e wear ing and what  t heir  t emper ament s 

wer e. She used t hese r eal f act s and t wist ed t hem t o cr eat e a sense which made Fr amt on f eel 

t hat  dead people wer e walking t owar ds t he window. Ther ef or e, her  st or y t hough not  t r ue 

appear ed r eal and believable. 

 

 

  

I s it  r ight  t o have f un at  someone else’s expense? Was Vera right  in doing what  she did? 

  Fun, at  t imes, can be had at  someone else expense. We of t en play pr anks on t he ot her s. 

However , t her e is a ver y t hin line bet ween being r ight  or  wr ong is such cases. Ver a was not  

j ust if ied in doing what  she did, t hough per haps she did it  in complet e ignor ance. 

  Fr amt on was alr eady a pat ient  of  ner ves. He was under going t r eat ment  and had come f or  

a r ur al r et r eat  t o der ive some comf or t . Ver a’s st or y/ pr ank would have added t o his dist ur bed 

st at e of  ner ves. 

 

 

 

Value Based Quest ion 


